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KALGOORLIE–BOULDER — EARTHQUAKE DAMAGE 

128. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Emergency Services:  

Can the minister please inform the house of the current situation in Kalgoorlie–Boulder following this morning’s 
earthquake and outline the response of police and emergency services?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for the question. For the benefit of the house, I wish to advise that I received the latest report 
about 45 minutes ago. At 8.17 this morning an earthquake measuring magnitude 5 on the Richter scale was 
registered about two kilometres south of the Kalgoorlie city centre. The quake was felt at a radius of 
168 kilometres and had a potential damage radius of about 13 kilometres. I am delighted to tell the house that 
there were no reports of deaths, and only two minor injuries have so far been reported. The Fire and Emergency 
Services Authority, as the hazard management agency, has established a regional operations centre in the town 
and the state operations centre has also been activated to assist. Geoscience Australia reports that this is the 
largest earthquake since earthquakes have been recorded in that area.  

The reported damage so far includes significant damage to Boulder Primary School, including collapsed ceilings 
and collapsed and damaged walls. Most students were taken home by their parents, though a small group remain 
on site. The administration block at O’Connor Primary School has been evacuated, with classrooms unaffected. 
Kalgoorlie School of the Air has been closed due to cracks in walls and the buildings have been evacuated. 
North Kalgoorlie Primary School has minor damage but no evacuations. The junior classroom block at 
Kalgoorlie Primary School was evacuated and students accommodated elsewhere in the school. The Golden 
Eagle Hotel in Boulder and the house next door have been evacuated as a precautionary measure due to 
structural damage. Burt Street, Boulder, has also been closed due to building and facade damage. Western 
Australia Police have also closed Moran Street, Peers Street, Lionel Street, Lane Street and Hamilton Street.  

The State Emergency Service in Kalgoorlie and career fire service personnel are undertaking damage 
assessments. FESA is also liaising with surrounding mine sites and communities to confirm any impact. As I 
have said, FESA has established an operations centre and SES personnel are helping Kalgoorlie career fire 
service staff conduct an external assessment of buildings and other infrastructure in Burt Street. FESA is sending 
two additional senior officers and a media liaison officer to assist with the operations. FESA is continuing 
assessment activities to help the transition to the recovery phase. I understand that the City of Kalgoorlie local 
government recovery committee met at 1.00 pm today.  

Finally, my colleague the Minister for Water; Mental Health, Graham Jacobs, has flown to Kalgoorlie, along 
with John Bowler, the member for Kalgoorlie, and Hon Wendy Duncan to further assess the situation. I will be 
liaising closely with them and emergency services personnel throughout the day.  
 


